
Support for the researchers interrupted by the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic 

 

Dear research collaborators: 

 

We strongly hope that you, your family and colleagues are staying safe and well. 

As you know, the whole world is facing a unique and serious problem in the 

SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. The number of SARS-CoV-2 infected cases as well as deaths 

are dramatically increasing day by day. Schools and workplaces have shuttered, and we 

are now under social distancing and self-isolation. Some have extended the lockdown to 

whole countries. Directly affecting Japan, it was officially decided to postpone the 2020 

Olympics in Tokyo for about one year. In most countries, even universities have been 

closed. Under these circumstances, we are particularly concerned about collaborators 

who are experiencing sudden interruptions to their research works. In particular, 

researchers taking care of animals have been hard hit by this situation. Indeed, some US 

researchers have had no choice but to anesthetize mice because they could not maintain 

them.  

In Japan, we also experienced a coronavirus crisis and should still be careful because of 

the surge in coronavirus infection cases especially in Tokyo. However, fortunately, our 

universities in Japan have not been closed so far, allowing us to continue our research 

activities. We therefore would be very happy to be of any help to alleviate researchers’ 

experiencing more severe conditions elsewhere. Since shipping companies are still 

available, we are now considering providing some rescue/surrogate service(s), for 

example, keeping sperms/eggs from precious mice or cell lines at the Institute for 

Genetic Medicine (IGM), Hokkaido University.  

If you would like us to support you at this moment, please contact me. We would be 

more than happy to provide as much help and support as we can. 

We would like to do our best to overcome these current difficulties. 

 

Kind regards to you and your colleagues! 

 

Masaaki Murakami, VMD, PhD 

Director 

Institute for Genetic Medicine  

Hokkaido University 

 



Address:   

Kita 15, Nishi 7, Kitaku, Sapporo 060-0815, Japan 

Tel: 011-706-5524 

Fax: 011-706-7542 

e-mail: murakami@igm.hokudai.ac.jp 

http://www.igm.hokudai.ac.jp  

 

 

 

 


